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Regional UpdatesRegional UpdatesRegional Updates
British Columbia
Murray Corey, Executive Director

BCWCA is in the process of purchasing a building 
to be named the BC Wall & Ceiling - Multi Purpose 
Facility. The building is located in Surrey, B.C., and 
will be home to our provincial office as well as be the 
training centre for our Wall & Ceiling apprenticeship 

programs. We expect to take occupancy of our new home mid October 
2008. We are very excited about this project and look forward to better 
serving our industry and our members.

Our training programs will commence mid October 2008 with Module 
A/B being offered at our new facility in Surrey. The same modules 
will be offered in Kelowna and Victoria in January 2009. Module 
C/D will also be offered in all three locations in Spring 2009. Since 
becoming a designated BC training provider for our industry, we 
have trained over 200 apprentices in the Wall & Ceiling Installer  
Apprenticeship Program!

Alberta
David Anscombe, Executive Director

Beginning in August of 2007, The Alberta Wall & 
Ceiling Association began a process of restructuring 
the Association’s business administration. The goal 
was not simply to reduce administrative costs but 
more so to redirect membership funding toward 

achieving our mission “to better the industry.” Implementation of 
electronic financial accounting and business reporting provided 
cost savings and the mobility required to serve our members better 
throughout the Province of Alberta.

AWCA’s 75 member companies have identified the current shortfall 
in qualified, skilled tradesmen as the single most important concern 
facing our industry. Our AWCA Board of Directors is working toward 
the goal of reaching out to young Albertans throughout the province to 
let them know of the many trade career opportunities available to them 
in the wall and ceiling industry. AWCA is very pleased to announce that 
the Northern Institute of Technology (Edmonton, Alberta) has opened a 
Calgary campus and will open the new facility for 1st year Lather - ISM 
trade apprenticeship training this fall. Our industry now has permanent 
training facilities to serve both northern and southern Alberta.

Our Association’s priority goals this year are to continue to be the 
“Provincial” voice of the wall and ceiling industry with a heavy 
emphasis placed upon growing our membership, making apprenticeship 
training the “norm” and educating young Albertans of the wonderful 
career opportunities that await them within our industry. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the entire AWCA membership, 
we look forward to meeting with all members of the Northwest Wall & 
Ceiling Bureau in Banff, Alberta, in May 2009!

Oregon
Jim Young, Architectural Consultant/Program Director

The Oregon chapter of the NWCB recently 
completed the 2007-08 event year with their annual 
golf tournament held at Stone Creek Golf Club in 
Oregon City. A full field of 144 players enjoyed a 
wonderful lunch along with 18 holes of golf. The 

day concluded with a very Happy Hour for its members with awards 
and loads of raffle prizes including “gasoline for a month,” a weekend 
at Skamania Lodge and cash prizes including $500. 

Oregon chapter president Brent Fulbright of Cascade Acoustics put 
the concluding event year in perspective: “I’m truly proud of what the 
officers and staff have accomplished this year by presenting programs 
that are relevant and educational. These programs also provide a 
wonderful networking opportunity for our members. The upcoming 
2008-2009 event year should be even better.” 

Fulbright went on to say, “But as we know, ultimately member 
participation is the key. I encourage all of our NWCB members to take 
advantage of the wonderful opportunities available to them through 
their NWCB local chapter.” 

The Oregon chapter would like to thank our chapter officers, Brent 
Fulbright of Cascade Acoustics, David Jackson of Jackson Acoustical 
and Andrea Murray of Western Partitions for all their contributions. 
The staff looks forward to working with them again during the 2008-
2009 event year. 

Oregon Tech Notes:
As you are aware the state of Oregon began using the International 
Building Code (IBC) in 2004. What you might not be aware of is that 
this model building code references over 500 standards and in some 
instances these standards used can be in direct conflict with each 
other. So when you read the IBC make sure you also understand the 
referenced standards. 

The state of Oregon Building Codes Division (BCD) recently passed 
code legislation that will have a direct impact on work performed  
in Oregon:

EIFS: The BCD has mandated the use of drainage EIFS over framed 
construction. Please note, barrier EIFS may still be applied over 
CMU or concrete walls. This ruling follows in line with the most 
recent recommendations of the Northwest Wall & Ceiling Bureau for  
EIFS application. 

Post Installed Concrete Anchors: Alternate Methods have been 
developed for the use of powder-actuated fasteners (PAF’s) and 
Screw Anchors in the state of Oregon. Alternate Methods and Code 
Interpretations by the state are intended to provide clarity in areas where 
the IBC and its referenced standards are lacking. In Oregon, these code 
interpretations and alternate methods are accepted by local jurisdictions.
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When the Times 

Get Tough . . .
Most would agree that we are in an economic downturn. The extent 
and expected duration of the downturn is debatable. Whether or not we 
are at the beginning or the end of the downturn is not as important as 
our recognizing that our current projects are a result of projects we bid 
and subcontracts we signed a long time ago. So, our cash flow may be 
acceptable for the present time, but we should brace ourselves for some 
lean times ahead of us. Here are a few ways that you can avoid getting 
yourself into a hole which is deeper than you can reasonably hope to 
climb out of. 

Loans to the Corporation 
If you must loan money to the corporation in order to keep it afloat, the 
loans must be documented in the corporate minutes and approved by 
the shareholders, including the minority shareholders. This year (2008), 
Washington Court of Appeals ruled that a director/majority shareholder 
of a closely held corporation was not entitled to reimbursement for 
capital contributions. The director/majority shareholder made the loan 
without the consent of the other shareholders and at the expense of 
the minority shareholders who have also made capital contributions to 
the corporation during the same time period, but the director/majority 
shareholder made only himself a secured creditor. Saviano v. Westport 
Amusements, Inc., 144 Wash.App.72 (2008).

Negotiate the Subcontract
Always read the subcontracts which are tendered to you by general 
contractors. These subcontracts generally contain terms which are 
designed to shift risk of non-payment or scheduling delays from the 
general contractor on to the subcontractor. Reviewing and negotiating 
the subcontract is not totally unlike sweeping a minefield. Typical 
mines include notice and claims procedures, flow-down clauses that 
bind the subcontractor to the general as the general is bound to the 
owner under the terms of the main contract, pass-through claims 
procedures which preclude recovery of additional time or costs unless 
the general contractor is able to obtain the additional time or costs from 
the owner, pay-when-paid clauses that condition your payment upon 
the general contractor’s receipt from the owner of funds for your work, 
limiting change orders to a predetermined markup, and termination  
for convenience. 

Joint Checks
Be wary of accepting a joint check written by a person or entity next 
above the person with whom you subcontracted. By tendering a check 
payable jointly to a lower tier subcontractor or lower tier vendor, and by 
leaving allocation of the joint check to the first tier subcontractor and the 
lower tier subcontractor and/or lower tier vendor, the general contractor 
ensures that all parties are paid and the general contractor is protected 
from further demand. If the lower tier subcontractor or vendor endorses 
the check, a presumption arises that the lower tier subcontractor or vendor 
has been paid the money due to him or her under the terms of his or her 
contract with the subcontractor. Ditto for the vendor to the subcontractor. 
In order to protect the general contractor from having to pay more than 
the amount it owes the first tier subcontractor, the joint check rule 
creates the presumption that upon endorsing the joint check, the lower 
tier subcontractor or lower tier vendor has received all sums owed. AAA 
Cabinets & Millwork, Inc. v. Accredited Surety & Casualty Co., Inc.,  
132 Wash. App 202 (2006).

Filing for Bankruptcy
When you receive a Notice to Creditor that your debtor has filed for 
bankruptcy protection, you should file a Request for Notice of Proceeding 
from the bankruptcy court. Sometimes, companies or persons file for 
bankruptcy so that a Notice to Creditor is sent out to all the creditors 
who expectedly throw up their hands and abandon efforts to collect on 
the account, and perhaps write off the account upon receipt of the notice. 
When you file a Request for Notice of Proceeding with a bankruptcy 
court, if the bankruptcy applicant chooses to dismiss the proceeding 
(which they often do—since they have now scared off all their creditors), 
the creditor will know that the creditor can continue to pursue the debt 
because the creditor will know that the bankruptcy proceeding has been 
dismissed, the debtor has not been discharged from the debt owing 
to the creditor, and you will be one of the few people left who will  
pursue the debtor.

Larry Linville
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65Informational Bidding 
Especially on public works projects where the general contractor relies 
upon your number in submitting the general contractor’s own bid to the 
public agency, put a notation on your bid that the bid is for informational 
purposes only and/or that the bid is only good for 30 days. The general 
contractor will undoubtedly use a number provided by another bidder, 
but if the contract is awarded by the public agency to the general 
contractor who received your informational bid, you will inevitably be 
contacted by the general contractor during the bid shopping dance that 
always follows the project award to the general contractor. You will 
minimize the risk of submitting a mistakenly low bid.

Liens and Bond Claims
With fewer projects underway, fewer projects to bid, general contractors 
are more likely to bid projects that barely cover expected costs. So, 
it can be expected that more general contractors will be experiencing 
financial difficulties, just like all the rest of us. By exercising your right 
to lien the owner’s property (private projects) or file a claim against 
a general contractor’s bond and retainage (public works projects), 
a subcontractor gains an additional source of recovery which is not 
limited to the general contractor’s resources. So if you were timid 
before, don’t be timid now. In the state of Washington, the filing fee for 
a lien (regardless of amount) is $43 and the cost of filing a claim against 
the general contractor’s public works bond and retainage is the cost of 
a postage stamp. It’s easy, painless, and will go a long ways towards 
securing an iffy accounts receivable. 

For many subcontractors, this is a time of test and survival. Be attentive 
and keep your guard up. Your focus on the above considerations could 
make a big difference. 

—Larry Linville is a Seattle attorney. You can view his firm’s 
website at www.linvillelawfirm.com.



16 Change Order • Fall 2008

Price Escalation Clauses
As the residential construction industry continues to struggle, the 
commercial side continues to enjoy a strong market. Even though 
forecasts for the future may not be as optimistic as they were three 
and four years ago, our commercial construction market is expected to 
maintain a positive growth pattern. This does not mean that we have 
not been affected by some of the struggles that are faced by the rest of 
the country. The repercussions of the high price of fuel coupled with the 
weak U.S. dollar continue to result in increased material costs across 
the board. One of the hardest hit has been and continues to be the rising 
cost of steel products.

When project construction is not scheduled to begin for almost a year 
after the bid has been accepted or is delayed for a multitude of reasons, 
a project that appeared to hold the promise of reasonable margin can 
quickly turn into an insignificant margin generator or even a loser 
before you even access the site. We’ve have all been in the position 
where the most competent material quote comes up short, and the 
materials end up costing significantly more than planned. Once this 
happens, our methods for recovery can be very limited and the results, 
generally less than satisfactory. Although most contracts contain a 
Force Majeure clause, it generally refers to very specific events such 
as war and/or acts of God. Force Majeure clauses do not typically 
identify inflation as a specific event that could excuse performance 
or permit compensation, and attempting to invoke the clause is  
rarely successful.

One of the best methods to provide us with a reasonable chance of 
recovery is to include verbiage into the Bid Proposal that will eventually 
lead to the inclusion of a reasonable Price Escalation Clause to the 
Contract. The Price Escalation Clause should call for a modification to 
the contract sum in the event costs rise above a certain amount. One of 
our members forwarded me the following language that may be helpful 
in negotiating the reasonable Price Escalation Clause:

The amount of this Contract is subject to increase if the cost of products increases 
by more than _____% over the amount quoted to us between the date of this 
Contract/ Proposal and delivery of such ________ products to the Project. 
In the event of such increases, and upon written documentation establishing the 
extent of the increase, the contract amount will be equitably adjusted.

The negotiating process can be difficult, so let’s start with the Bid 
Proposal and have the Price Escalation Clause as one of the stipulations 
required for you to perform the work.

NWCB Technical Documents
Throughout the many years of serving the Wall and Ceiling industry, 
NWCB has developed a number of Technical Documents that have 
proven to be indispensable when it comes to resolving differences of 
opinion or misunderstandings between our members and the architectural 
community, general contractors or code officials. The documents range in 
scope from Code Interpretation to Installation Methods and Acceptable 
Standards. Over my years working in the field and then in the office, 
I became aware of some of the benefits provided by the NWCB, but 

I was not aware of the number of Technical Documents that pertained 
to the work I was performing on a daily basis. When the NWCB is 
asked to provide a judgment, we are generally received as an impartial 
third party but we still have to substantiate our position with published 
documentation. The NWCB Technical Documents alone provide a 
significant portion of that back-up. 

The Technical Documents are readily available to our members by 
going to www.nwcb.org and selecting “Technical Documents.” If you 
have never been to the website, you will need to take a minute or two to 
create a user name and password. Once your profile has been approved, 
you have 24/7 access to this invaluable resource.

The Technical Documents are separated into nine categories:
100-Codes
200-Steel Framing
300-Gypsum Wallboard			 
400-Ceilings					   
500-Firestopping
600-Exterior Systems
700-Interior Plaster
800-Flashing/Lathing 
900-Design Data

The Technical Documents should be required reading for your newly 
hired Project Engineers and/or Interns and also information that 
should be downloaded for quick reference by Project Managers and 
Superintendents. If you need a topic to discuss at your next foreman’s 
meeting or jobsite safety meeting, the Technical Documents have a 
large assortment to choose from. Many of our jobsite foremen don’t 
have access to the computer in which case a binder containing all of the 
Technical Documents would most likely be greatly appreciated by those 
on the frontline. There are a little over 90 documents available as well as 
more than a few advisories, but the relatively short amount of time spent 
either downloading or printing these out would be time well spent.

Finishing Concrete
The Northwest Wall and Ceiling Bureau recently released an updated 
version of our Technical Document 300-110 Finishing Concrete Walls 
or Ceilings with Joint Compounds. The updated document goes into 
specific detail on the following:

• Identifying the Scope of Work 
• The limitations of utilizing joint compounds to concrete surfaces 
• The Environmental Conditions necessary prior to, during and after  

the application
• The types of Materials that can be utilized at the discretion of the 

applicator 
• The Substrate Preparation and responsibilities 
• The Application Methods and acceptable appearance standards 
• A series of commonly used head of wall details 
• NWCB recommendations

Terr y’s
Technical  Corner
T
T  C

Terry Kastner
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Architects today are designing more around the 
exterior window curtain wall systems. This type 
of building cladding concept has an impact on the 
appearance of finished gypsum wallboard surfaces. 
Strong sunlight coming through the window and 
across the board surface at an angle can produce 
joint banding or a sheen appearance on the finished 
panel joints.  A Level 4 finish is not recommended 
for areas of critical lighting or high sheen paints.

Those performing the drywall finishing and 
painting should take into consideration the lighting 
situation.  Even though the proper level of finish may 
not be addressed in the construction documents, 
critical lighting requires a Level 5 finish.  A level 5 
finish may be applied with either joint compound 
or proprietary products from the manufacturer. 
(Reference NWCB Technical document  
#300-301, Recommended Levels for Finishing of 
Gypsum Board.)

If you feel that the specified level of finish is not 
appropriate for the lighting conditions, advise 
the designer/owner of your concerns in a timely 
and pro-active approach. (Reference NWCB  
document #900-100, Understanding Level 4 and 
Level 5 Finish.)

Level of gypsum board finish  
& critical light

Shaftwall Systems
When I first started out in the field, the Shaftwall Systems were pretty straight forward. 
The assembly involved J-Track, Shaft Studs, Shaft Liner, Drywall, some Sound Sealant 
and/or Fire Caulk. If you had to take deflection into consideration, you merely left 
a half inch joint between the drywall and structure and applied a bead of fire caulk 
to the joint. If deflection was not a concern, you merely applied sound sealant to a  
pressurized shaft. 

Our biggest problem seemed to be when the Elevator Inspector demanded that the 
screws holding the shaftliner to the J-Track at the base and sides be broken off. Riding 
the top of an elevator car after hours was always interesting. Now, this relatively simple 
system has evolved into something a little more complex. Whereas before you were 
concerned with a tested wall assembly (U497), you now have to concern yourself with 
joint assemblies for portions of the wall assembly.

Joint System Identifier
Floor to Floor Joint System FF 

Wall to Wall Joint System WW

Floor to Wall Joint System FW 

Head of Wall Joint System HW 

If all of that doesn’t seem confusing enough, you also have to be concerned with whether 
or not the assembly is a static (no movement capabilities) or dynamic (anticipated 
movement capabilities) assembly. An S as the third letter signifies Static and a D 
signifies Dynamic. The joint systems that will normally affect a light-gauge metal wall 
system are the HW designs. An “HW-S”-designated assembly would be a Head of Wall 
Static assembly and the “HW-D”-designated assembly denotes a Head of Wall Dynamic 
assembly. With over 200 different dynamic assemblies alone, there are a great number 
of choices to be made.

Fortunately we are not design professionals, and it is not our responsibility to determine 
what type of system or systems are required to meet the design requirements. The design 
professional specifies which systems we must construct, and we build them accordingly. 
The problems arise when the design professional does not identify the specific type of 
system, and we go ahead and build something without getting clarification. It is our 
responsibility to be in compliance with what is clearly indicated in the documents, and 
if it is not clearly indicated, it becomes our responsibility to request clarity.

How do we know what we don’t know? If your project details a “joint” at the head of the 
wall and the architect does not specify a “HW-D”-designated, tested assembly, it is a good 
indication that the information is not complete. An excellent resource for information 
on the various joint systems are the manufacturers of light-gauge metal deflection/joint 
systems and manufacturers of sealant and/or light-gauge metal intumescent firestopping 
systems. Inspectors have some interesting opinions on shaftwall assemblies, so 
know which design you have to comply with and build it per the tested assembly 
information. If you are unsure of the assembly, contact NWCB or one of our many  
manufacturer members.

If you have not yet received a copy of the updated document, you can contact the NWCB 
or go to the website and under “Technical Documents,” download the latest revision.

—Terry Kastner is Technical Consultant for Northwest Wall and Ceiling Bureau.
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JAK Innovations has developed a UL-approved head of wall track, 
BlazeFrame, that not only provides up to 3/4 inch deflection but also 
reduces and, at times, completely eliminates the need for fire caulking 
at the head of wall. This innovative product can provide significant cost 
savings by eliminating additional mobilizations, labor, and materials 
required of fire rated partitions. For more information, contact Jim 
Klein at JAK Innovations, phone number 425-638-3091 or on the web at  
www.blazeframe.com.

~
BASF Wall Systems PermaLath 1000 product has received IBC and 
IRC approval, and the ICC in ESR-2429 recognizes PermaLath 1000 as 
an approved Glass Fiber Lath Used in Exterior Wall Coatings or Exterior 
Cement Plaster (Stucco). PermaLath 1000 is a light-weight, non-metallic 
(no more jagged metal edges) lath that can be cut with scissors or utility 
knife, and it will not rust or corrode. PermaLath 1000 has been developed 
for use in stucco applications of 1/2 to7/8-inch and as a plaster base for 
precast stone veneer. For more information on this product, contact 
Kent Stumpe at 904-996-6145 or kent.stumpe@basf.com or go to  
www.wallsystems.basf.com

~
FAS Track is the latest addition to CEMCO’s Fire Management Products. 
It provides UL tested 1 and 2-hour firestopping performance contained 
within the track, thereby reducing or eliminating fire caulking materials 
and labor. For more information on these and other CEMCO products, go 
to www.cemcosteel.com or contact Don Pilz dpilz@cemcosteel.com.

Stonel Curtainwall Fastening System is a revolutionary cladding 
attachment system. This metal non-load bearing framing assembly 
allows for quick, easy and adjustable components for a number of 
different exterior finishes. It is ideal for straightening walls and can 
be used in remodeling or new construction. For more information 
contract Ron Ogden, in Woodinville, Wash., at 866-487-0953 or go to  
www.stonelsystems.com.

~
Dryvit System’s “AquaFlash” is a liquid-applied flashing system 
designed to provide optimal protection for building openings. When used 
in conjunction with the Backstop product, a liquid-applied weather-
resistive membrane that prevents water penetration and eliminates air 
infiltration, you achieve a seamless protective barrier over both openings 
and substrates. For more information go to www.dryvit.com or call 
1-800-4DRYVIT.

~
Wind-lock Company has introduced its new Stealth Access Panels. 
The panels are glass fiber reinforced gypsum ceiling access panels 
that are designed to blend seamlessly into a drywall ceiling. For 
easy installation, the units consist of a surround frame with pre-
drilled fastener holes and a drop in door. For more information go to  
www.windlock.com.

~
Alabama Metal Industries (AMICO) has begun production of 
Stainless Steel Lath. The SS304 is available as a product providing 
excellent corrosive resistant material for specialty lath applications and 
can be used over insulation boards to carry conventional stucco finishes 
and external insulation systems. The SS316 has been developed for use 
in pool applications and can also be used in coastal application where 
atmospheric salt is a concern. For more information on these and other 
AMICO products go to www.amico.com.

~
Brady Innovations has introduced their new ProX Header System. 
The ProX Header Combo in conjunction with the ProX Clip delivers 
superior performance to replace the labor intensive built-up box 
headers. The header sizes can be ordered to length to fit any opening 
and are approved for use on the exteriors as well as interiors. For more 
information on this and other Brady products go to www.ProXHeader.
com or phone 1-888-475-7875.

~
Fry Reglet, the standard for drywall and plaster reveals, has expanded 
its product line to include Acoustical Metal Wall Panels and Baffles. 
The wall panels and baffles share six distinctive profiles and 12 colors 
with RAL and are available in custom colors upon request. All Fry 
products provide a total solution, complete with detailed shop drawings, 
installation instructions and technical support. For more information go 
to www.fryreglet.com or call 1-800-237-9773.

New Product Spotlight
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Calendar

GC Products is a custom manufacturer of GFRC 
and GFRG architectural products such as trims, 
domes, columns, and balustrades. GFRC and GFRG 
have made significant contributions to historical 
restorations, can be molded into virtually any shape 
and are manufactured with a white Level 5 Finish 
that can be finished with virtually any paint. For 
more information go to www.gcproductsinc.com or 
phone 916-263-9892.

~
Bailey Metal Products Ltd has introduced their 
latest light-gauge metal-framing product, the Bailey 
Platinum Framing System. The engineered stud 
and track members have deep knurling for excellent 
screw connection and retention plus stiffening ribs 
and chevrons on the stud members for added strength. 
The track members come with indexing at 1- and 
4-inch increments for easy measuring. For more 
information, go to www.bmp-group.com or phone  
1-800-818-2666.

~
StoCorp has engineered their StoGuard System to 
provide a breathable, seamless weather protection for 
the building envelope. StoGuard is a spray- or roller-
applied, fully adhered, seamless waterproofing/air 
barrier that protects structures from air leakage and 
water intrusion. StoGuard assemblies consist of two 
major components: joint and rough opening treatment 
with StoGuard Mesh and StoGold Fill and sheathing 
treatment with either StoGold Coat or StoEmerald 
Coat. For more information go to www.stocorp.com 
or phone 1-800-221-2397.

~
GenieClip™ is an innovative, affordable and reliable 
sound solution for wall or ceiling STC rating.  For 
more information, contact Steve Mork of Steve 
Mork Associates / Creative Design Concepts at  
206-789-9500.

“Imagination is the preview of 
life’s coming attractions.”

—Larry Eisenburg

Northwest Chapter
Thursday, September 11, 2008
Annual Golf Tournament
1:00 PM Shotgun start
Hawks Prairie Golf Club
Lacey, Wash.

October 23, 2008
Project Management Seminar and Chapter Luncheon
Hilton Bellevue Hotel
300-112th Ave SE
Bellevue, WA

Sunday, December 14
Holiday Party and 12th Annual “Toys for Tots” Toy Drive
6 - 9 p.m.
Redmond Town Center Marriott
7401 164th Ave NE
Redmond, WA

For more information on Northwest Chapter events,  
contact NWCB at 206-524-4243.

Oregon
Tuesday, October 21
Seminar: “EIFS, Sustainable Solution”
Crowne Plaza, Portland

Thursday, December 11
Holiday Party
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Portland

For more information on Oregon events or to request to receive meeting 
notices, call 503-295-0333 or email Oregon@nwcb.org.

B.C. Lower Mainland
Wednesday, September 10, 2008
Golf Tournament
Swan-E-Set Golf and Country Club

B.C. Vancouver Island
Friday, September 12, 2008 
Golf Event

For more information on B.C. events, contact BCWCA at 604-597-7180.

Alberta
Friday September 5
AWCA North Region Golf Tournament 
The Ranch Golf & Country Club 
Edmonton, Alberta

For more information on Alberta events, contact AWCB at 403-250-7045.
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